
Liz Burns – Coliban Ward 
 
As one of my first professional jobs was with National Parks, after graduating with a broad based 
agricultural science degree, this is a subject most dear to my heart. 
 
 
What does the candidate consider important about native vegetation in the Hepburn Shire? 
 
Native vegetation underpins the major attraction to this Shire. Without our native forests, Tourism & 
Farming would struggle. The health & well-being gained by being immersed in a forest is one of the main 
reasons for people visiting & moving to this area. 
 
As a biological farmer, I rely upon my native shelter belts for: 

• Superior wind break properties – more superior than any non native shelter belt  
• Habitat for beneficial insects & birds that provide chemical free pest & disease control & pollination 

services 
• Improved pasture growth & animal productivity 
• Native food such as wattle seed, mountain pepper leaf & berries etc 
• Carbon sequestration 
• Stock forage from prunings 
• Erosion control 
• Protection from extreme heat & cold 

 
As a member of Glenlyon & Trentham Landcare groups, I’ve given talks on the value of biodiversity in 
farming. I’m the Trentham Landcare Tree Project Coordinator & the representative on the Upper 
Campaspe Landcare Network. I’m also a member of Connecting Country & a supporter of all the great 
work achieved by Wombat Forestcare. 
 
 
Is the candidate aware of the legal obligations of the Shire regarding the protection of native 
vegetation and biodiversity? 
 
Our forebears only cleared the most agriculturally productive land & left the forest, which unfortunately was 
over logged. But the resilience of nature has returned native vegetation to previously logged land. The 
Shire requires a permit for removing native vegetation, which unfortunately it seems reluctant to enforce. 
 
If I was elected, I would be pushing for the enforcement and a review of relevant bylaws that are meant to 
be protecting our native environment. The Domestic Animals Policy is also due for review and I would be 
seeking stronger control of dogs & cats. 
 
 
What is the candidate’s position on whether the Shire should employ a Natural Resource 
(Biodiversity) Officer? As it stands natural resource management is handled by a number of staff in 
the planning department. 
 
I attended the Biodiversity Consultation workshops in both Trentham & Daylesford. 
Unfortunately the Shire did not replace the last Natural Resource Officer. I regard this as a vital position in 
a Shire such as ours. I would like to see the coordination of Biodiversity Officers across our neighbouring 
Shires. 
I would like to see a Connecting Country program (such as the one in Mt Alexander Shire) that works with 
landholders to understand Biodiversity & protection of native habitat to work along side Wombat 
Forestcare. 
I would like to see an audit of our roadside reserves & a register of important old trees with hollows & 
provide incentives for landholders to protect these irreplaceable assets. 
 
What is the candidate’s position on the development of a ‘Biodiversity Strategy’ for the Hepburn 
Shire? 
 
As above, a matter of priority. 
 
 
What does the candidate consider the Hepburn Shire should do to promote native vegetation 
protection and encourage ratepayers to plant local native vegetation? 



 
Education is vital & we’re fortunate to have several volunteer groups such as Friends of Cornish Hill, 
Wombat Forestcare, Landcare groups & access to Connecting Country’s workshops all providing high 
quality education activities.   
 
I would like to see Hepburn Shire provide funding & promote membership of these groups. Ideally, all new 
landholders could be given referrals to such groups. 
As the Trentham Landcare Tree Project Coordinator; free trees & understory native plants are available to 
all members. I’m also a participant in another Landcare Project that is planting several endangered species 
on different farms across the shire for seed production. 
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